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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on June 16, 2006. These drawings are accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Katoh etal. (US 6289125 B1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, Katoh et al. disclose a method for scanning image using a 
scanning device (abstract), comprising: (a) determining a coordinate value of position 
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for a surface having the image data of a scanned object thereon (coordinates of the bill 
on the glass, col. 2, lines 5-10; position coordinates stored in memory, col. 27, lines 60- 
68; positioning mark coordinates, col. 28, lines 5-15); (b) collecting the image data by 
matching the image data with the determined coordinate value of position for the 
surface (extract edges and coordinates, col. 2, lines 10-15; size and shape already 
known, reference coordinates and slope specify region to be extracted, col. 28, lines 5- 
20; matched against a reference, col. 38, lines 25-30; goodness of fit, col. 35, lines 25- 
35); and (c) synthesizing an entire image using the collected image data and the 
determined coordinate value of the position matched with the collected image data 
(extract an image, col. 2, lines 15-25; transform image data device has scanned, col. 4, 
lines 45-60; original RGB data sent, positioning marks and specified pattern converted 
to binary values, col. 28, lines 15-30). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maeshima (US 4701805). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 6, Maeshima discloses a method and device for scanning 
image using a scanning device (abstract), comprising: (a) determining a coordinate 
value of position for a surface having the image data of a scanned object thereon 
(coordinates, col. 5, lines 35-50; col. 21, lines 20-30); (b) collecting the image data by 
matching the image data with the determined coordinate value of position for the 
surface (coordinate points correspond to points on the glass, image bearing face toward 
coordinate face, points indicated by coordinates, col. 5, lines 45-50; reference point SP 
on the glass, identifying size and position of the original, col. 21 , lines 25-30); and (c) 
synthesizing an entire image using the collected image data and the determined 
coordinate value of the position matched with the collected image data (splice image 
data from 2 CCDs, abstract; scanning covers entire area of the glass, resulting image 
can be accommodated in the copy sheet, col. 21, lines 30-40). 

Maeshima does not explicitly describe "matching" coordinates, however, as the 
template is placed on the image bearing face to be visualized, it would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art that this is done so 
matching of the coordinates to the image surface may be performed. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, Maeshima discloses the method and device of claims 1 
and 6. Maeshima further discloses step (c) of synthesizing the entire image, information 
for positional movement of the scanning device in the direction of X and Y axes is 
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further used (image magnification or reduction is changed by variation of scanning 
speed, col. 12, lines 35-55; quantity of information supplied to the memories from the 
CCDs changes in accordance with the image magnification ratio, col. 14, lines 35-45; X 
indicates coordinates in the main scanning direction and Y indicates coordinates in the 
sub-scanning direction, col. 17, lines 5-10 and col. 21 lines 20-30). 

Regarding claims 3 and 8, Maeshima discloses the method and device of claims 1 
and 6. Maeshima further discloses the scanning device comprises an image scanning 
part for performing the function of scanning the image (image sensors, CCDs, abstract; 
write image signals into shift memory, CCD scanning, col. 14, lines 35-45), and a 
position detecting part for determining the coordinate value of the position for the 
surface (position of the original image detected, col. 6, lines 35-40; col. 7, lines 5-10; 
detecting coordinates of the position of the original, col. 10, lines 60-65; optical unit 
detects home position and leading end, col. 11, lines 5-10; three position sensors, col. 
12, lines 1-10; logic circuit for detecting coordinates, col. 21, lines 40-60). 

Regarding claims 4 and 9, Maeshima discloses the method and device of claims 1 
and 6. Maeshima does not explicitly disclose steps (a) and (b) are performed 
simultaneously, however, as CPU executes data setting in the various counters of the 
image processing units 602, 602' and the image editing units 604, 604' prior to or during 
the original scanning operation (col. 1 1 , lines 15-20), it would have been obvious at the 
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time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art that these operations could be 
performed simultaneously as indicated through use of a CPU. 

Regarding claim 5, Maeshima discloses the method of claim 1 . Maeshima does not 
explicitly disclose between the step (b) and the step (c), (b1) storing the collected image 
data matched with the coordinate value of the position for the surface. However, as 
Maeshima discloses storing the image data (col. 10, lines 35-40) and that the number of 
bits in the main scanning direction and the number of lines between transition points in 
the sub-scanning direction are calculated from the coordinates of the trimming area and 
the image magnification ratio are all stored in the RAM (col. 18, lines 5-20), it would 
have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to store 
the collected image data matched with the coordinate value of the position for the 
surface. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. US 4303948 

b. US 20030158701 

c. US 5138670 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHELLE ENTEZARI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5084. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vikkram Bali can be reached on (571)272-7415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2624 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2624 



